
 
Presidents Report 

Welcome to our new look newsletter.  We hope you appreciate the changes.  We have varied the presentation a couple of times over 
the years but this one is very different.  The change would not have been possible without the generosity of our benefactor, Brian Wel-
lington, local businessman and CLG resident.  He embodies the thoughts of most of us – ‘he lives where he likes and likes where he 
lives’.  Thank you Brian, for making our new look newsletter possible. 

Colonel Light Gardens would not exist as the absolutely unique suburb that we have today if it hadn’t been for the determinat ion, 
thoughtfulness and tenacity of residents, past and present.  One only has to look at adjoining suburbs, originally built around the same 
time as CLG, to see the wide variations of the built environments, which make them the same as any other place in Australia.  We are 
different and should be proud to remain so. 

But there are many challenges ahead.  Some residents would like to ‘grow’ infill housing on their large blocks for economic reasons, 
some would prefer to make changes to the fronts of their properties to reflect their own personal taste.  Councils are under increasing 
pressure from developers and changes to development rules by governments to allow infill housing. 

This Association stands firm in opposition to any subterfuge to weaken the Heritage status of the suburb.  We do not oppose sympa-
thetic developments to the rear of properties (or to the insides) within current rules, as we realise that our housing stock, built in the 
1920s does need to reflect 21st century living expectations.  We do object to any loss of visual amenity that makes this, your suburb, 
what it is today. 

Again, thanks to our benefactors and contributors and a special thankyou to you, our residents who keep us on our toes with comments 
and questions. 

Mick Symonds. 

NBN Roll Out 

It has been interesting to watch contractors installing underground conduits and ducts for the installation of fibre-optic cables.  The first stage of 
this roll out occurred earlier this year when Telstra workers cleared out existing cable pits and installed new draw-in rope where existing con-
duits were usable. 

Contractors are installing cable pits and conduits using horizontal boring equipment.  It is expected that the roll out of fibre optic cable to this 
new underground installation in CLG will be completed by the end of November.  The timeline for the final stage from cable pit to your home is 
uncertain. 
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Your Community R.S.L on Prince 
George Parade continues to support local 
events and organisations.  Meals are of-

fered on Friday nights, a sausage sizzle on 
Thursdays and the Hall is being hired by 
a wide variety of groups at other times.  

For your next function, contact  
the R.S.L on  
8276 9080 

Site Coverage 

Recently, through our Facebook page we asked people what they thought about the site cov-
erage rules in CLG.  We were pleased with the response that this post received with many 
people sharing stories about their own experiences.  Some said that the 40% site coverage 
rule was rigorously enforced whilst others said that there appears to be some flexibility 
shown.   

What is quite clear is that the issue remains a topic that CLG residents are passionate about 
and one of the emerging issues coming from the post regards the apparent under-utilisation 
of the laneways.  Whilst many residents go to great efforts to keep their laneways looking as 
good as possible there are others that require more TLC. Regenerating these laneways is a 
great idea which we feel would only enhance our title as being a garden suburb. 
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I/We would like to become/remain a financial member of the Colonel Light Gardens Residents Association Inc 
My/our subscription of $3.00 per person for the 2015/16 calendar year is enclosed. 
  
  Name/s………………………………………………………………………. 
  Address………………………………………………Ph…………………… 
  Email:………………………………………………………………………… 
   Please forward application and subscription to the Treasurer 

 Graeme Bradley, 3 Doncaster Avenue, Colonel Light Gardens, or 
   Electronically B.S.B 105075 A/C # 296 914 540 (Please identify yourself in the reference) 

CLGRA Meetings 

Residents are welcome at our meetings which are held on the third Thursday of 
each month, 7pm @ the RSL. 

Contact Us: 

President: Mick Symonds 8357 4272  Mail: 3 Winchester Avenue, 

Secretary: Dawn Conroy 8276 6184  Colonel Light Gardens, 5041 

Email: iloveclg@hotmail.com 

Facebook: I love Colonel Light Gardens 

Karen’s Story 

I moved into the beautiful and mostly tranquil suburb of 
Colonel Light Gardens in 1996, nearly 20 years ago.  It 
is such a pleasure to live and work in this neighbourhood. 

We are blessed to have most of our needs not far from 
our doorstep; the beach could be a little closer for my 
liking but I’ve managed to live with that.  My son was 
born in 1998 and it was shortly after that I met Graeme 
Bradley, who encouraged me to become involved in the 
Colonel Light Gardens Residents Association.   

Back then we met in the Japanese room at CLG Primary 
School, which is where my son attended.  Being on the 
committee gave me the opportunity to make new friends 
and meet other like-minded people who help to stick up 
for the integrity of this very special Garden Suburb.   

These days I keep up to date with the goings on of life 
and the universe with my clients who come and have 
their hair done at Karens Cuts and Stuff at 1 Piccadilly 
Circus. Karens Cuts and Stuff made a very meek and mild 
start in 2000 and appointments were made around my 
then 2-year-old.  Over the last 15 years there has been 
much discussion and laughter resounding from the salon 
as I’ve worked my magic on my clients and I dare say 
that there will be more of the same for the next 15 to 20 
years.   

Thank you to all who have gotten and who currently get 
great hair at Karens Cuts and Stuff.  If you haven’t been a 
client of mine and you want a great haircut, book an ap-
pointment on 8276 2723.  It pays to shop local as I said 
before, we have it all at our doorsteps. 

Mortlock Park 

With the onset of warm summer days and evenings, people are again 
drawn to Mortlock Park for some recreation, leisure, sport and play.  
This wonderful green gem is again in huge demand and competition for 
space and time continues to be at a premium. 

The recent upgrade of the play equipment and surrounds is fantastic 
and is drawing more and more young families to the park.  We look 
forward to the next phase of the Mortlock Park Master Plan 

Similarly the excellent junior baseball program on Friday evenings is a 
sight to see and clearly many local residents are supporting this pro-
gram – good to see. 

There is however continuing disagreement on many aspects of the use 
of the Park and as such tend to polarise views on how the park should 
be used. 

Some would like to see the Park turned into a sporting ground and in-
crease the amount of formal sport being played while others wish to see 
a reduction in use by formal sport and increase space and time for infor-
mal use – and many in between 

Your association is very much aware of the issues and soon will arrange 
a public forum to provide opportunities for residents to voice their 
views on how the Park should be used. 

Your Resident’s Association currently supports community sport as a 
very worthwhile and essential part of community development.  There 
should always be flat green playing areas suitable for a range of sport-
ing pursuits.  It also does not want to see the Park turned into a sterile 
sports park with more infrastructure destroying the look of the park.  
Equally the association wishes to see improved safety and amenity, 
providing toilets, drinking fountains, barbeques, tree planting and 
walking track perhaps with outdoor exercise equipment for family rec-
reation. 

The current impasse between organised sport (formal) and unstruc-
tured (informal) can be resolved but it will need the issues to be dis-
cussed openly and equitably. 

Whilst there have been a number of initiatives by Mitcham Council, 
even they are not sure of the way forward. 

A Sport and Recreation review and a review of Leases and Licences will 
be completed by Council over the next few months.  These may provide 
more clarity on this matter. 


