
Presidents Report  

Yet another year passes by and I thank the committee for their support during the year and you, our residents, 
who have kept us on our toes with insightful queries. Our Annual General Meeting comes up on the 16th March 
at the RSL.  All positions on the committee will be up for election.  Positions may be filled by any CLG resident 
who is also a member of the Association.  We are delighted to have author, historian and former resident Dr 
Christine Garnaut addressing the AGM on the topic 'What heritage means to you'.  Invitations have also been 
sent out Martin Hamilton-Smith MP, Annabel Digance MP, Mayor Glenn Spear, local councillors and members 
of Mitcham Council. 
Our long-serving Treasurer, Graeme Bradley, has indicated that he will not be standing for the Committee this 
year.  We thank Graeme for his tireless work on the Committee and also his wife Dianne who was a founding 
member of this Association more than 40 years ago.  We thank Dick Leeson who was also there in the 
Association’s infancy, and all those who had the foresight and determination to protect the values of this suburb 
so many years ago.  Without their efforts and the support over the years of the Mitcham Council, this suburb 
would not have the unique status that we enjoy today. Thank you.  
So at this important AGM we ask you, the residents for your support in forming the 
new committee.  Serving on Committee means a meeting once a month, becoming au 
fait with our Heritage and our Constitution and standing firm on the aims of that 
Constitution. We discuss many facets of living here including how we can survive the 
constant predations of developers to keep our suburb the way all of us like it.  Make 
no mistake, inner suburb in-fill housing has the ear of political parties, and some 
Councils, and some developers would love to get their hands on our generous sized 
housing blocks, if they could. 
We strive to keep our Council informed of the aims of the Heritage listing of the 
suburb and what it means.  There are some within those offices in Torrens Park who 
apparently don’t consider the Colonel Light Gardens Conservation Management Plan to be a valid and current 
document.  Written in 2005 the extensive plan sets out quite clearly the policies and procedures to be followed in 
the general layout of the suburb.  Kerbing should be squared, not rounded.  Replacement trees should be of the 
same type as others in the street to maintain the visual symmetry of the streetscape. Plonking any old tree into a 
row of one kind of tree may be acceptable in other suburbs, but not here.  It does not conform to the Plan. 
We are State Heritage listed, with full plans already in place to protect that listing.  Is it too much to ask some 
within Council walls to adhere to them? 
We live in a unique environment, very few places in the world have what we have. If we took away the modern 
motor vehicles parked in our streets and driveways, the visual ambience of the suburb has not changed much 
from its inception way back nearly 100 years ago.  We now have sympathetic extensions (in most cases) to the 
rear of the original house, but these don’t detract from the beauty of this suburb.   
Do we want to be the generation that loses that unique quality of this place?                       Mick Symonds 
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CLGRA—Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 16th March, 7pm at the RSL. All welcome 



Community Events 

Included in with this newsletter is a flyer for an upcoming ‘Come and Try Day’ 
that is being run by Reade Park Croquet Club.  The corresponding event from 
2016 was a great success and so they are running another one this year. 

Through our ‘I Love Colonel Light Gardens’ Facebook page we often promote 
events that community groups within the suburb have.  As a committee we are 
no affiliated with any particular community group but are often happy to help 
with the promotion of them.  The churches that we have in the suburb do a 
great job in holding regular pizza and curry nights as well as community fairs. 

If you are a part of a group that would like some assistance in promoting a 
community event, please get in touch via the Facebook page or email us on 
iloveclg@hotmail.com 

Subscriptions for 2017/18 now due 
I/We would like to become/remain a financial member of the CLGRA Inc.  
My/our subscription of $3.00 per person for the 2017/18 calendar year is enclosed. 

  Name/s…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

  Address………………………………………………Ph…………………………………. 

  Email:……………………………………………………………………………………… 

  Please forward application and subscription to the Treasurer: 
  Graeme Bradley, 3 Doncaster Avenue, Colonel Light Gardens, or 
  Electronically, BSB 105075, A/C# 296914540 (Please identify yourself in the reference) 

Brentham (UK) 

The Brentham Estate lies in the West London suburb of Ealing.  The whole estate of some 680 houses and flats 
is Conservation Listed.  It was built around 1913 as a garden suburb and has many similarities with us.  Their 
conservation listing seems much stricter than ours in that no alterations can be made to the outside of the 
premises from any perspective.  Charles Reade, the designer of our suburb would have been aware of Brentham 
during his time studying town planning in the UK. The Brentham Society’s February edition of Brentham News 
included an article on Colonel Light Gardens.  The website for the Brentham Society is www.brentham.com .  

Anzac Day 

Anzac Day this year is on Tuesday 25th April.  The Dawn Service will be at 6.15 am at the memorial at 
Broadway, C.L.G.  Over the past few years we have seen the numbers attending increasing as more and more 
families come together to commemorate and remember the service and sacrifice of our armed forces personnel 
over the years.  While we remember those who have passed, there are still many ex-service members living in 
our community who need our support, help and recognition.  Their service and subsequent issues can also affect 
their families.  No-one can live in a war zone and not be affected in some way, this includes civilian populations 
as well.  So as we remember those who have gone before us, reach out to those left behind, and those who 
continue to serve. 

What’s Your Property Worth 

Local estate agent Brian Wellington late last year listed houses sold in Colonel 
Light Gardens and commented on their rising values.  It is not surprising to 
residents why our homes are so eagerly sought.  Basically the suburb houses 
1200 bungalows with space to grow rearwards, a garden, off street parking and 
the protection from ‘inappropriate’ development provided by State Heritage 
Listing.   

This did not happen by itself, but was from the efforts of your Residents 
Association.   

The association needs a infusion of some young blood.  Please come along to 
our Annual General Meeting and see what comes next. 

Graeme. 

 

 

 

Your Community R.S.L on Prince 
George Parade continues to support 

local events and organisations.  Meals 
are offered on Friday nights, a sausage 

sizzle on Thursdays and the Hall is 
being hired by a wide variety of groups 

at other times.  

 
For your next function, contact  

the R.S.L on  
8276 9080 

8276 2723 
Rear 1 Piccadilly Circus, Colonel Light Gardens 

Adv. 

http://www.brentham.com

