
Presidents Report  

Welcome to our first newsletter of the 2018-19 year.  In March your new committee was elected following a 
very well attended and robust meeting. There was an election for the President’s position and I thank Mark 
Griffin for the challenge which has inspired the new committee to think outside the square. 
Your chosen committee has many new faces. Vice President Susan Glaister, Secretary/Treasurer Bob Warby, 
members Karen Esslinger, Ben Watson, Raechel Davis, Daniel Hoffrichter, Dawn Conroy, Janet Scott and Neil 
Butcher, make up the team.  Rob Bradshaw, although elected, was unable to continue and was replaced by Jeff 
Kruse.  Lot of new faces, new ideas and revived enthusiasm. 
So, what do we do with a new committee? We continue to ensure that this special suburb that we all love, 
remains unspoilt.  All residents of this place, that’s you and I, must make sure that the built environment we live 
in is not compromised.  We have all seen additions to existing buildings that seem inappropriate.  Some of the 
changes are by owners who want to ‘modernise’ the visual aspect of their houses by making them more 21st 
century. Build on to the back of your property by all means, but don’t change the visual structure of the 
streetscape. The streetscape is the visual heritage of this place and helps maintain our uniqueness.   
Both Mitcham Council and State Heritage should be working together to ensure we do not lose what we have.  
Once gone, it will never come back.  We are not like our neighbouring suburbs.  We do not have, nor do we 
want, in-fill housing. Developers, builders and some home owners would like to see changes so they can exploit 
the large blocks for financial gain.  This must be opposed.  While we grizzle at times about the extra costs, and 
time, involved with development applications, the end results have, in the main, been beneficial.  We are unique, 
let’s keep it that way. 

Mick Symonds 
President  
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Mortlock Park Toilets 

We asked Mitcham Council for a time line on the toilets at Mortlock Park.  If you 
recall, we as a committee successfully lobbied for toilets and a BBQ facility last year 
through the Fund My Neighbourhood scheme.  Mitcham Council have replied to us 
saying that they have received the money from the Fund My Neighbourhood 
Project and hope to have the funded toilets, BBQs etc completed by June 2019. A 
win for all.  Finally the Park will become a ‘proper’ park for everyone.  
 

Fund Raising Sausage Sizzle 

To raise some finance to defray costs etc, we will be having a sausage sizzle opposite the Royal Show on Sat/
Sun,1/2 September and 8/9 September, as we did last year.  We will need some assistance in staffing the event. 
If you are able to help on those days, please send your contact details to our email address and we will be in 
touch. Thank you.  

www.clgra.com.au 



Subscriptions for 2018 now due 
I/We would like to become/remain a financial member of the CLGRA Inc.  
My/our subscription of $3.00 per person for the 2018 calendar year is enclosed. 

  Name/s…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

  Address………………………………………………Ph…………………………………. 

  Email:……………………………………………………………………………………… 

  Please forward application and subscription to the Treasurer: 
  Bob Warby, 4 Rochester Avenue, Colonel Light Gardens, or 
  Electronically, BSB 105075, A/C# 296914540 (Please identify yourself in the reference) 

CLGRA Meetings 

Residents are welcome at our meetings which are held on the third 
Thursday of each month, 7pm @ the RSL. See you there! 

Contact Us: 

President: Mick Symonds 8357 4272   Mail: 4 Rochester Avenue 

Secretary: Bob Warby 8276 6843   Colonel Light Gardens, 5041 

Email: iloveclg@hotmail.com   Web: www.clgra.com.au 

STOP PRESS: Mortlock Park Council Survey 

Mitcham Council have asked residents to ‘Have Your Say’ on the future use of Mortlock Park by the two 
Primary Schools, the Goodwood Indians Baseball Club and the C.L.G. Football Club.  Council wants to grant 10 
year leases/licence “to the formal uses of this space.” 
The advertisement also states, “Mitcham Council is committed to facilitating a balanced  approach to both 
formal and informal uses of our community recreational spaces.” 
This Association proudly supports sport and the benefits to all participants.  We also support equity and 
diversity, something that Council, up to now, has failed to consider when licensing formal sporting use of 
Mortlock Park. 
The attached report and chart by a CLG resident shows the usage of the Park by the formal sporting bodies 
under the current leasing arrangements.   
In 2014 Council unanimously adopted the Mortlock Park Concept Management Plan, assuring residents that, as 
funds became available, the plan would be implemented with, amongst other things, two separate playing areas 
divided by tree-lined paths.  Granting a 10 year licence based on existing arrangements would preclude this plan 
from ever becoming reality. Another word Council seems to have forgotten in their deliberations is ‘Heritage.’  
Mortlock Park is part of our State Heritage Listed suburb. In 2013 Heritage Consultant Katrina McDougall 
wrote to Council and included these words “The provision of public open space was one of the lynch-pins of the 
whole movement towards better town planning in the early twentieth century.”  .  Next year there will be toilets 
and BBQs making the area a true, usable, public space. 
Council is asking for feedback by 18th July, 2019 via www.surveymonkey.com/MortlockPark. 

Water Treatment 

Most of us turn on the tap or flush the toilet without a second thought about the how. I know I used to.  
So a couple of weeks ago an opportunity arose to tour through the Happy Valley Reservoir, Happy Valley Water 
Treatment Plant and the Adelaide Desalination Plant. I learnt many things and hope that I have remembered 
them properly.  Did you know that the Reservoir is filled by the force of gravity except on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays?  These are the days scheduled for the Desalination Plant to run at full capacity and the water is 
pumped in.  Most homes receive water through gravity feed with some being pumped to higher storage tanks for 
hills residents..  Someone queried the necessity for home under sink water purifiers. While this is a personal 
decision, our guide said that the systems remove the ‘dirt and bugs’ through sand, adding just the chlorine to 
give our water ‘a shelf life’. 
I was blown away by the amount of renewable energy used, solar, wind, hydro and methane (from our poo) are 
captured to reduce the electricity cost. Some odd things get put in our waste. Our guide highlighted the 
importance of the 3 P’s.  Only Pee, Poo and Paper are to go down the toilet.  NOT paper towels or baby wipes 
and other things such as dead goldfish and jewellery which are picked up by the filtration.  
Security is at a premium at all of the sites, cameras, automatic gates and high razor wire capped fencing.  Water 
really is a valuable asset, which, if tampered with, can quickly bring a city to its knees.   
The tours are free.  Contact the Community Relations Team on (08) 7424 2223 or go to the SA Water home 
page, type ‘tours’ , select ‘Tours and Presentations’  and take your pick.     Karen Esslinger 



 

 

 

Your Community R.S.L on Prince 
George Parade continues to support 

local events and organisations.  Meals 
are offered on Friday nights, a sausage 

sizzle on Thursdays and the Hall is 
being hired by a wide variety of groups 

at other times.  

 
For your next function, contact  

the R.S.L  
on 8276 9080 

0402 080493 
Rear 1 Piccadilly Circus, Colonel Light Gardens 

Adv. 

Mortlock Park—Your View 

As residents of Colonel Light Gardens, we are well served with many amenities - beautiful homes, large blocks, 
tree lined streets, wide verges and an assurance that (for the time being) we will not suffer the malaise of high 
density infill housing.  One of the jewels in the crown is the lovely big green space of Mortlock Park, designed 
by Reade for the residents of our suburb to enjoy formal and informal recreational and sporting activities.  
Mitcham Council has reinforced this by maintaining a policy of an equitable balance between formal and 
informal recreational activity…however policies do not always translate into actions.  
This policy failure is often raised with CLGRA, so we obtained copies of the licences held by both sporting 
bodies and analysed the usage. 
 
During the summer months, between 4pm and 8pm (a major use time for families) unallocated times allowed for 
informal activity are just Monday nights and half of the park on Wednesday nights……all other times (Tues to 
Fri 4-8pm AND all weekend, 8.30am-7pm) the Park is licensed to Goodwood Indians Baseball Club, whether 
they actually use it or not. The percentage allocation of prime time (weekdays 4-8pm and weekends 8am-8pm) to 
each green area (east and west area) is…Total available hours per week = 88.  Total hours licensed to Baseball 
Club 64 = 73% of prime time. Total hours left for informal community activity 24 = 27% of prime time. During 
season changeovers both baseball and football occupy the park at the same time. Winter months provide more 
opportunity for informal use. 
 
Sport in an important part of the fabric of a community and essential to community development but so also is 
the informal time spent with friends and family engaging in informal activity. With so much time committed to 
one sport over the entire community space seems to be excessive and definitely inconsistent with Mitcham 
Council’s policy of maintaining an “Equitable balance between formal and informal use”.  If this continues to be a 
source of concern for you, please contact us or speak to your ward councillors.                          Neil Butcher                                                                             


