
 

MORTLOCK PARK – YOUR VIEW 

As residents of Colonel Light Gardens, we are well served with many amenities - beautiful homes, large blocks, 

treelined streets, wide verges and an assurance that (at least for the time being) we will not suffer the malaise of high 

density infill housing. 

One of the jewels in the crown is the lovely big green space of Mortlock Park bequeathed to the people of Colonel 

Light Gardens for them to enjoy for formal and informal recreational and sporting activities.  Mitcham Council has 

reinforced this declaration by maintaining a policy of ensuring there is an equitable balance between formal (club 

sport) and informal (unstructured casual) recreational activity. however policies do not always translate into actions. 

This association continues to get feedback relating to the lack of access to the green spaces at Mortlock Park for 

residents and their families to “do their own thing”.  As a result, we thought we would obtain a copy of the licences 

held by both major licensees to determine just how much time they are entitled to and how much time is left for 

informal community use. 

A close examination reveals that during the summer months, between 4 pm and 8 pm (a major use time for families 

after work and after school) unallocated times allowed for informal activity are just Monday nights and half of the park 

on Wednesday nights……all other times (Tuesday to Friday between 4 and 8 AND all weekend (8.30 am to 7.00 pm) 

the whole of the Park is licensed to Goodwood Indians Baseball Club. 

The percentage allocation of prime time (defined as weekdays 4pm to 8pm and weekends 8am to 8pm) to each green 

area (eastern area and western area) is……. 

 Total available hours per week  88 (Sat/Sun 12hrs, Weeknights 4hrs) by 2areas 

 Total hours licensed to Baseball Club 64 = 73% of prime time 

 Total hours left for informal activity  24 = 27% of prime time 

This allocation becomes even more intense during season changeovers and preseason activities where both baseball 

and football occupy the park at the same time. 

Winter month (Football) hours do provide more opportunity for informal use. 

Sport is an important part of the fabric of a community and essential to community development but also is the 

informal time spent with friends and family engaging in informal activity. 

So much time committed to one single sport over the entire community space during the summer months seems to be 

excessive and definitely inconsistent with Mitcham Council’s policy of maintaining an “Equitable balance between 

formal and informal use of Mortlock Park”. 

Mitcham Council intends giving exclusive licences to the Baseball Club and Football Club and non-exclusive 

licences to the CLG Primary School and St Teresa’s college to use Mortlock Park for 10 years and is currently 

seeking your feedback by way of community consultation on their website…………… 

www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au 

Proposed times and areas of use by each group have not yet been stated, but will most likely be as per previous 

licence times stated above. 

Whilst we do not oppose the licences, the Resident’s Association seeks a safer and more equitable allocation 

of time and space and an assurance that the awarding of these licences will not impede the promised Master 

Plan for the redevelopment of this “jewel in the crown” – Mortlock Park 

We encourage all residents to complete the survey by going to Mitcham Council Website  

www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au, OR send a letter or email to your Ward councillors who are: 

John Wilson  Email: jwilson@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au 
Address PO Box 21, Mitcham Shopping Centre, TORRENS PARK SA 5062  

Steven Fisher  Email: sfisher@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au 

Address PO Box 21, Mitcham Shopping Centre, TORRENS PARK SA 5062  
John Sanderson Email: jsanderson@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au 

Address: P.O Box 21, Mitcham Shopping Centre, TORRENS PARK, SA 5062 
Nicholas Economos Email: neconomos@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au 
   Address: P.O Box 21 Mitcham Shopping Centre, TORRENS PARK  Sa 5062 
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