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Colonel Light Gardens State Heritage Area - DEWNR # 11597 

SHA declared in 2000 

The information in these Guidelines is advisory, to assist you in understanding the policies and processes for development in the State Heritage Area. It is 

recommended that you seek professional advice or contact the relevant State Heritage Adviser at the Department of Environment, Water and Natural 

Resources (DEWNR) regarding any specific enquiries or for further assistance concerning the use and development of land.  Being properly prepared can 

save you time and money in the long run. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Colonel Light Gardens 

State Heritage Area 

South Australia’s State Heritage Areas represent 

significant aspects of the State’s rich natural and 

cultural heritage.  Colonel Light Gardens was 

designated as a State Heritage Area in 2000.  The 

designation of a State Heritage Area is intended 

to ensure that changes to and development 

within the area are managed in a way that the 

area’s cultural significance is maintained.  There 

are also several State Heritage Places that are 

individually heritage listed within the Colonel 

Light Gardens State Heritage Area. 

Colonel Light Gardens’ distinctive character is due to the Garden Suburb plan on which it was initially based, and the cohesive 

and consistent architectural style of its 1920s housing and buildings. Both of these contribute to the significance of the suburb in 

the history and development of South Australia. 

Colonel Light Gardens is significant for the following reasons: 

 It exemplifies the theories of town planning of the early 20th century based on the Garden City concept, and is 

considered the most complete and representative example of a Garden Suburb in Australia, combining both town 

planning, aesthetic and social elements into a coherent plan.  The public and private spaces of the suburb meld to 

create a distinctive three dimensional suburban design. 

 It represents the best work of Charles C. Reade, who was the first appointed Town Planner in Australia and South 

Australian Government Planner from 1916-1920.  Reade was the leading exponent of the Garden City Movement to 

practise in Australia. 

 It is the repository of the majority of houses built under the mass housing programme of the Labor Government of the 

1920s, known as the Thousand Homes Scheme and became the area identified with the Scheme.  International visitors 

were taken to view the housing developments at Colonel Light Gardens during the 1920s. 

 It contains a homogeneous style of residential architecture representing the particular workingman’s house idiom of 

the mid 1920s, developed from the Californian Bungalow design. 

 It is the embodiment of other, more ephemeral social concepts of the 1920s such as “post war reconstruction”, 

“homes for returned soldiers” and “community spirit and self-help” which lead to the creation and development of a 

community. 

Colonel Light Gardens is therefore recognised in the SA State Heritage Register database as part of the environmental, social 

and cultural heritage of the State which is of significant aesthetic, architectural, historical and cultural interest. 

1.2 Purpose of Guidelines  

These guidelines have been prepared to assist property owners who wish to carry out changes to places within the State 

Heritage Area.  The guidelines identify the heritage significance of the area and provide guidance in relation to: 

 When development proposals are required for approval 

 How to conserve, maintain and repair historic buildings, structures and ruins 

 Appropriate alterations and additions to historic buildings and structures 

 Site and location of new development 

 Change of use. 

The Development Guidelines are a reference document, and all development proposals will be assessed on their merits through 

the development approval process. 

Above: Colonel Light Gardens c1925 
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1.3 Obtaining Development Approval 

Where changes within the Colonel Light Gardens Heritage Area involve actions that constitute ‘development’ a statutory 

approval against the planning and building rules is required. An application for approval of development in or affecting Colonel 

Light Gardens are lodged with the City of Mitcham Council.  Note that exemptions that might apply elsewhere do not apply in 

the State Heritage Area. 

For State Heritage Areas, ‘development’ as defined by the Development Act includes: 

 Land division 

 Change of use 

 New construction 

 Demolition, removal, conversion, alterations, additions and painting 

 Signage 

 Any other work that could materially affect the heritage value of the State Heritage Area 

All development applications in the State Heritage Area that are lodged with Council will then be referred to the State Heritage 

Unit of the Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources (DEWNR) for heritage assessment. 

A checklist to guide you in preparing documents for a Development Application can also be found on the DEWNR website. 

1.4 Getting the right Heritage Advice 

Getting the right advice on conservation methods is essential to preserving the heritage values of a place. Initial conservation 

advice can be obtained from heritage officers in the State Heritage Unit of the Department of Environment, Water and Natural 

Resources (DEWNR) or by contacting the Council.  If you are planning to undertake development in the area, you are also 

encouraged to seek preliminary advice from the State Heritage Unit and a Duty Planner from the Council. 

For more detailed advice in relation to conservation issues, design advice for alterations and additions, property owners may 

wish to contact a suitably qualified heritage consultant. An experienced heritage consultant can help you plan your development 

and prepare the necessary documents required for approvals; and the right advice can often greatly decrease the speed with 

which your Development Application is assessed. Contact the State Heritage Unit for assistance selecting an appropriate 

heritage consultant. 
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2. History and Significance  

2.1 Brief History 

Colonel Light Gardens is 

considered the most complete and 

representative example of a Garden 

Suburb in Australia, combining 

both town planning, aesthetic and 

social elements into coherent plan. 

The public and private spaces of 

the suburb meld to create 

distinctive three-dimensional 

suburb design.   

 

It is the repository of the majority 

of houses built under the mass 

housing programme of the Labor 

Government on the 1920s known 

as the Thousand Homes Scheme 

and became the area identified 

with the Scheme.  The area contains a homogeneous style of residential architecture representing the particular workingman’s 

house idiom of the mid 1920s, developed from the Californian Bungalow design.  

Colonel Light Gardens represents the best 

work of Charles C. Reade, who was the first 

appointed Town Planner in Australia, and 

South Australian Government Planner from 

1916-1920.  Reade was the leading 

exponent of the Garden City Movement to 

practise in Australia.   

 

Left: A typical family in front of a ‘Thousand 

Homes Scheme’ house c1925 (source: CLGHS). 

 

Colonel Light Gardens is the embodiment of other, more 

ephemeral social concepts of the 1920s such as ‘post war 

reconstruction’, ‘homes for returned soldiers’ and 

‘community spirit and self-help’ which led to the creation 

and development of a community. 

Above: Street of newly constructed Thousand Homes Scheme 

houses. (Source: CLGHS) Right: Thousand Homes Scheme house 

designs advertised in The Mail (Adelaide) on Saturday 28 June 

1924 (source: NLA Trove). 

Above: Colonel Light Gardens advertisement for the model garden suburb c1917 (source: CLGHS). 
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2.2 Significance 
The design and layout of houses and streets in Colonel Light Gardens are key Heritage Values of the State Heritage Area.  They 

form the distinctive character of this garden suburb. New development in the State Heritage Area (SHA) should respect the 

unique character and conserve and protect its cultural significance.  Its distinguishing features are; 

 Hierarchy of roads and laneways, which discourage through traffic  

 Wide streets with a dominant landscaped character 

 Public reserves and formal street gardens 

 Single detached dwellings with varied designs but of homogenous style. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early House in Colonel Light Gardens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Street View – Wide Verges &  Established Street Trees 

2.3 Character and Setting 

Vegetation 

The model garden suburb was built on the Grange Farm site, which in 1915 was almost bereft of vegetation and sick from 

continuing drought conditions.  From the earliest days a variety of mainly exotic trees were planted on street verges and on the 

central islands between road carriageways.  One species of tree per street was favoured, with a mix to create the feeling of a 

leafy overhead canopy. The most complete early list dates from 1924.  Some remnant clumps of indigenous Eucalyptus were 

retained east of the Primary School, near the entrance to Reade Park and along Doncaster Ave.  Long avenues of mature shade 

trees were an integral part of the planning of Colonel Light Gardens, and form one of the most significant landscape features. 

Infrastructure 

A significant element in the design of the Garden City was the provision of land for planned services and infrastructure. Reade’s 

original plan had a hierarchical system of roads, provision for public buildings and reserves, generous plot sizes and a system of 

service laneways along the common rear boundaries between public streets. Services are generally located underground in these 

laneways. Electricity and reticulated water were the first services provided, and sewerage to all properties was completed by 

1929. 

Building character 

Early 1920s houses 1921-1924 

The houses built in the first subdivisions in the north-east section are bungalow style with low overhanging gabled roofs, heavy 

verandah piers and asymmetrical elevations. External walls are generally Basket Range freestone (sandstone) sometimes with 

side and rear walls of face brick for economy. Roof forms combined ridges and gables, at right angles or often overlapping, with 

wide eaves, generally clad in corrugated iron.  Gable ends either continue the stone finish of the wall below, stuccoed masonry 

or half-timbered and weatherboarded.  Timber windows combine divided fixed and double hung sashes.  Crimped wire fences 

with hardwood posts were a standard feature. 
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State Bank/Thousand Homes Scheme houses 1925-1927 

 

Some of the Thousand Homes Scheme designs (Source: CLGHS) 

These houses were simplified and scaled down versions of the earlier buildings to meet budget restrictions of the State Bank 

housing scheme. 14 styles were developed and original drawings are available. Roof forms are similar to the earlier houses, but 

simplified patterns and lower pitches. Gable ends were dark colour half-timbered with splash render infill panels. External walls 

were red brick, with some use of concrete lintels and bands, paired timber casement windows and three-panelled doors.  Fences 

were crimped wire or “cyclone” mesh panels.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Typical Houses from the ‘Thousand Homes’ Scheme 
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Post State Bank housing 1929-1940 

The Tudor Revival style houses have more prominent roofs and steep gable ends.  External walls are face brick, stucco or 

sandstone, roofs were generally clad in corrugated iron with terra cotta tile used for some later construction. With the removal 

of budget restraints a variety of detailing and decoration was used for gable ends, door and window openings. Interiors were 

typical of the period, with light walls and dark strapped ceilings, skirtings and architraves. Feature brick front fences continued 

the use of metal panels. 

 

Methodist Church building on Goodwood Road, Colonel Light Gardens (SLSA B72820). 

Positions for shops, religious and institutional buildings were clearly designated on the original plans for the Garden Suburb.  

The imposing former Picture Theatre on Goodwood Road is an essential component of the suburb and despite a change of use 

retains its elaborate classicist façade and many internal details. Other non-residential buildings are simple single storey 

brick/stucco finished buildings constructed in the 1920s.  
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3. Conservation of Historic Structures 

3.1 Conservation, Maintenance and Reconstruction  

The first step in conserving a building is to learn as much about the building as possible. Who lived there and how the place was 

used? Are there any old photographs in the local history collection? Research and analysis of the building allows the heritage 

value (cultural significance) of the place as a whole and of each particular part to be better understood. The heritage value will 

guide what repair work can or should be done and which work is most urgent. 

Historic photographs, early rates records, certificates of title, local publications and heritage survey information can be of 

assistance in learning about the history of a place.  The City of Mitcham and the Colonel Light Gardens Historical Society may 

have a local history collection to assist in researching.  There are also online research tools, such as Trove, the Australian 

Dictionary of Biography, and the State Library of South Australia. 

Historical information, along with the physical appearance of the building, its built fabric, layout, former uses, its inhabitants and 

changes over time, provide an understanding of the place and how it evolved, so that informed decisions can be made about 

how to approach the conservation process. Even surface finishes can have heritage value: some early building timbers were hand 

sawn in a local sawpit. Each saw mark that remains clearly visible tells part of the story of the place. Overzealous restoration can 

inadvertently destroy the qualities of the place.  

Structural safety is always the first priority, but keeping water out and away is essential for all buildings. Other risks to your 

building like fire or termites should also be considered and actively managed. 

Before starting any work on older buildings, you should identify and address any hazards such as asbestos containing materials 

and lead paint. Almost all old paints contained lead. They present no risk while the paint is sound and is not disturbed. Lead is 

released into the environment when paint flakes off, is dry sanded, burnt off or is otherwise disturbed. All hazardous materials 

must be carefully and properly handled and disposed of to protect you, your family and the environment. 

Suitably qualified heritage consultants can provide expert advice to guide the conservation of your place. 

3.2 Repairs to Roofs 

Care of an old building starts with the roof.  Check for leaks and ensure that roof timbers are sound.  Roofs were commonly of 

corrugated galvanised iron and repairs should be made using, similar material (not Zincalume).  Guttering and round down pipes 

should match existing materials. 

The vast majority of houses in Colonel Light Gardens originally had corrugated galvanised steel roofs. Very few had terracotta 

tiled roofs. Over the course of time, however, some roofs have been altered in an unsympathetic manner and replaced with 

asbestos shingles, pressed metal tile or other such sheeting. 

Any new or additional roofing should be sympathetic to the original form and materials used. Roofing material should be 

galvanised or colour coated corrugated steel to match the original. Zincalume is not permitted as it is a highly reflective material 

which does not fade, is not easily painted and affects the amenity of neighbouring residents.  Galvanised steel (unpainted) is 

appropriate, as it fades over time. 

 

 

 

Development Approval required if using non-original roofing material 

Colour coated corrugated steel should be of muted colours, which complement the heritage nature of the area, such as grey, 

dark red or dark green. Very light or very dark colours are not appropriate.  
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Gutters used in Colonel Light Gardens were mainly D profile. Your property may have ‘Ogee’ gutters instead; in which case it 

may be appropriate to match this style with new development; if applicable please discuss this further with the Council, DEWNR 

or a heritage consultant. 

 

 

‘D’ profile & ogee profile gutters 

3.3 Repairs to walls and chimneys 

Original materials should be retained wherever possible or replaced or repaired to match existing.  New materials should closely 

match the existing wall or chimney in material, colour, finish and durability. 

Decay of pointing and masonry is most commonly due to rising damp (also known as salt damp) or leaking gutters and 

downpipes that concentrate water at a particular point. The general indicators of rising damp are; mortar falling away from 

between bricks, cracking or movement of walls, patches of ‘bubbly’-looking plaster or paint, or spreading stains on interior walls. 

It is essential to ensure all water is directed away from the building as a first step in order to allow for adequate conservation 

practices.  Investigations into the cause of rising damp and associated treatment will require professional advice.  In conservation 

work it is vital to ensure all water is directed away from the building. 

As the houses in Colonel Light Gardens typically have damp proof courses which while they remain intact generally stops salt-

damp, however pointing (mortar in between the bricks) must also be maintained to prevent the deterioration of the walls.  It is 

important that sort, lime-based mortars are used for re-pointing.  Mortars softer and more porous than the surrounding stone 

will absorb any moisture more readily.  Harder cement mortars will resist moisture absorption, any moisture present will 

evaporate and consequently crystal formation will occur.  Additionally, damp may also be drawn through the stone, hastening its 

decay.  While the use of the lime-based mortar may lead to more frequent re-pointing (e.g. every 10 to 15 years), it is essential 

for the protection of stonework that is less easily replaced.  Where replacement materials are necessary, stone of a type and 

colour as close to the original should be used. 

3.4 Repairs to windows and doors 

The original design of windows and doors should be retained wherever possible.  If replacement is necessary it should match the 

original, as incorrect window and door replacements can significantly reduce the heritage-integrity of a building.  

 

Original windows were most often vertically-orientated timber-framed double-hung sash style, particularly in the Thousand 

Homes Scheme houses. 

3.5 Painting 

Painting of residential buildings in Colonel Light Gardens does not require development approval, including change of colour of 

timber work and stucco panels, although previously unpainted brick or stone exterior surfaces should not be painted, and any 

such proposal would require approval. 
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4. Guidelines for New Development 

4.1 Site and Location of New Development 
It is important in the Colonel Light Gardens State Heritage Area to remember that the historic buildings greatly contribute to the 

heritage-value of the suburb. So in this area development should utilise the existing building stock in preference to new 

buildings.   

 

Development requiring major new buildings should not be encouraged, but may proceed if it can be shown that the visual 

impact upon the area will be minimal.  No building should take place between the front street boundary and existing buildings 

of heritage value with the exception of repair to or replacement of original elements or features. 

4.2 Alterations and Additions to Historic Homes 
Any external alteration to the original section of a house should maintain original materials and finishes, particularly unpainted 

brickwork and use of original corrugated iron or terra cotta tiling.  There are many unfortunate examples in Colonel Light 

Gardens where roofing has been replaced with modern aluminium tiles or coloured terra cotta tiles where these never formed 

part of the original design. 

Windows and doors should be retained in their original configuration and materials.  The original detailing of front verandahs 

should be maintained and any desire for these to be infilled as sunrooms and sleep-outs should be resisted.  Where the original 

detailing to a front verandah has been removed this should be reinstated with detailing copied from houses of similar style 

elsewhere within the suburb. 

Materials for extensions should utilise original construction material of brick or stone or compatible materials such as cement 

render. (Refer to the Development Plan for details) 

When planning an addition or extension it is important that the external design and appearance of the original house or 

building be considered.  The extension should complement the original house and be sympathetic to the style of the original 

building.  Materials for an extension should utilise original construction materials such as cement render.  

Site and location of additions 

The siting of additions should respect the character of the original building minimising the impact of change.  For this reason the 

principal street frontage and in most case the side walls of the original building should not be significantly altered.  Additions 

should generally be located to the rear of the building or to one side where this is not visible from the street. 

Additions should be set back not less than 1500mm from side boundaries. If the original building is set back less than 1500mm 

then an addition may be set back in line with but not less than the original building.  

 

Appropriate & inappropriate site and locations of additions 
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Design and Scale of Additions 

Additions should be similar in scale to the original building and respect the existing building form. Roof form and pitch should 

closely resemble or match the existing building, repeating eaves and gable projections. The attached sketches indicate preferred 

ways of adding to existing buildings:  

 

Door and Window Openings 

The size, proportion and positions of existing openings (windows and doors) should be reflected in the new work where these 

are visible from the street. 

Painting 

All painted surfaces should be maintained in good repair. Traditional colour schemes of the period of the houses should be 

reinstated to reinforce the character of the original house and to enhance its appearance. Reference should be made to early 

photographs and trade journals or to surviving original colour schemes. 

4.3 New and Infill Buildings 
Subdivision of existing allotments in the Colonel Light Gardens State Heritage Area is not appropriate. The division of land 

should reinstate or be compatible with the original subdivision layout of the Area.  Hammerhead blocks or subdivision of corner 

allotments would compromise the historic pattern of development.  Existing public reserves, roads and laneways should be 

retained in any land division. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appropriate and inappropriate subdivision 

Wing addition 

Pavilion addition 

Lean-to addition 

Roof-line extension 
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There are limited opportunities for new residential development within Colonel Light Gardens as existing buildings should not 

be demolished.  However where an opportunity does exist by virtue of an existing vacant allotment any new housing should 

reinforce the character of existing housing utilising similar materials , roof pitch and form, window design and verandah 

detailing.  Front setback of new development should match the consistent setback established by existing residences.  New 

buildings should be setback a minimum of 1500mm from side boundaries. 

4.4 Carports, Garages and Sheds 
Where the early residents of the suburb owned a motor car is was usually stored in a single garage at the rear of the allotment, 

which sometimes included a small workshop area or garden shed.  Garages were framed out of timber and clad with corrugated 

iron, fibre cement sheet, or sometimes timber cladding. The roof was invariably covered in corrugated iron, with wide timber 

hinged doors.  Carports were not used in the original building programs. 

These buildings are usually smaller versions of the cottages they serve or small, low mono pitched structures.  Buildings with 

gable ends should generally have a roof pitch the same as the main building.  Prefabricated sheds and garages commonly have 

low roof pitches and therefore a steeper pitch of corrugated galvanised iron must be specified. 

New garages should be located to the rear of the block, using materials replicating original garage buildings.  Garages should be 

set off the side and rear boundaries by a minimum distance of 900mm and should not be greater than 40 square metres in area.  

Additional storage can be accommodated in lean-to structures to reduce the visual dominance. The roof pitch should be similar 

to the main house. Use of modern double width roll-up doors should be avoided where exposed to public view. Single garage 

doors are preferred, with tilt-up or panel lift mechanism, clad with corrugated iron or timber planking. 

New carports should be designed to complement the dwelling, either as free-standing structures or, where attached to the 

house, should not dominate the principal façade. 

Carports should be sited down the driveway as far as possible and should not be greater than 40 square metres in floor area.  

Replicate verandah masonry pillars or timber posts and keep the eaves height and roof pitch the same as the front verandah, 

using similar details. Open carports with no walls or doors may be one metre behind the front wall of the house, and set back 

900mm from side boundaries. Part enclosed carports should be four metres behind front wall of the house and set back a 

minimum of 1500mm from the side boundary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appropriate Roof Forms on Carports 
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4.5 Materials, Finishes and Colours 
The materials and finishes used in new buildings will play an important part in the retention of the distinctive character of the 

suburb.   

 

Preferred materials for construction of alterations, additions and for new buildings: 

 

Type of work Preferred To be avoided 

Roofing  corrugated galvanised iron 

 colour-coated corrugated steel 

 ‘Colorbond’ negotiable (grey) 

 tiles where used for adjoining properties  

 steel sheeting profiles other than corrugated 

(rectangular/square profiles, or   

 bullnose verandas 

 concrete or clay roof tiles  

Exterior walls 

 

 stone to match existing 

 timber weather boards  

 rough plaster 

 natural-colour renders 

 glazed walls 

 steel sheeting  

 concrete blocks 

 fibre cement sheeting (except for extensions 

and small areas) 

Exterior painting 

 

 dark browns, greens or grey 

 light colours (for extensions) 

 harsh whites 

 metallic paints 

 acrylic paints on masonry 

 painting of unpainted masonry should be 

avoided 

External doors and 

windows 

 three and four panelled timber framed 

doors  

 simple screen doors, timber framed, with 

woven fly-wire and timber beads 

 timber framed windows, vertically 

proportioned if within view from a public 

street. 

 elaborate designs and styles 

 sliding doors 

 aluminium screen doors 

 aluminium windows 

 horizontally proportioned windows 

 large windows 

Gutters and down-

pipes 

 Galvanised ‘D’ profile gutters 

 round, galvanised iron down-pipes 

 Modern Quad gutters 

 elaborately styled gutters 

Verandah posts and 

timbers 

 square timber posts 

 concrete pillars 

 round steel posts 

 finials and cast iron lace work  

 turned timber posts 

Verandah floors  flagstones 

 timber boards 

 ceramic tiles 

4.6 Landscape, Gardens and Fences 
 

Landscape and Gardens 

The landscaping and planting of Colonel Light Gardens underline the principle of creating a pleasant wooded environment for 

the development of the community.  One of the major activities of the Garden Suburb Commissioner was the planting of street 

trees and shrubs. 

Landscaping around a house is a most important element in the enhancement of the appearance of the house and the overall 

streetscape.  Early photographs of the suburb were taken at the time of construction of houses and no photographs have been 

located late on in the suburb’s development showing typical gardens ten years after construction. 

The selection of plant species for residential gardens is a matter of personal preference.  Restoration handbooks for the period 

provide schedules of species popular for the 1920s.  It is important to consider what the mature size of trees will be when 

planting particularly in gardens of restricted size. 

Fences and Gates 

The State Heritage Unit is currently working on the more detailed Fences in Colonel Light Gardens Guideline brochure available 

for download at www.environment.sa.gov.au mid-to-late 2016. 

Where original fences and gates remain it is recommended that these be retained.  The most common fencing used in Colonel 

http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/
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Light Gardens was the woven ornamental fabric (crimped wire) fencing which was commonly advertised in contemporary 

journals of the period.  These fences were traditionally between 1000 and 1400mm high, achieving an open character to the 

front of the house.  Often fences were associated with hedge planting, particularly privet or plumbago hedging. 

Where a new fence is required for a house within Colonel Light Gardens, a fence 1000 – 1400mm high is encouraged, preferably 

using crimped wire if available.  Installation of elaborate timber picket fencing is totally inappropriate for the Thousand Homes 

Scheme houses, but well-designed 1920s timber fences may be appropriate elsewhere.  Brush fencing is another natural material 

consistent with the garden concept of the suburb, but should be of low height. 

The erection of high walling in concrete, masonry or timber is not encouraged as this obscures the building from the street and 

disrupts the existing open landscape character of the suburb. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Typical Timber Fence Details – Picket and Rail Styles 

All new fencing along the front street boundary requires development approval. Fences no higher than two metres along 

common side and rear boundaries, or if masonry no higher than one metre, do not require approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diagram Showing Extent of Front Fences that Require Development Approval 

Please Note: All swimming pool safety fences require development approval regardless of their heritage impact. 

4.7 Signage 
Originally the suburb would appear to have had few signs other than street nameplates. Signage should be used to create a 

distinctive appearance within Colonel Light Gardens and identify the suburb as a special area at major gateways.  

All signs erected in Colonel Light Gardens require Development Approval.  It is recommended that a DEWNR Conservation 

Architect be contacted prior to the lodgement of a development application for signage, in which case conservation and design 

advice can be given at an early stage, thereby limiting delays in the process once an application for development approval is 

lodged. 

Advertising 

Any new signs for commercial or retail premises should be restricted to traditional signage panel locations, such as parapet walls 

above verandahs, verandah fascias and infill end panels and windows.  Signs should not project out from the building, be a 

Timber picket 

(pointed) 

Timber picket 

(rounded) 

Timber 

picket (flat) 

Woven-

crimped 

wire 

Fence 

Fence 

House 

F
e
n

c
e
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Orientation 

maximum of two square metres in area and without internal illumination or neon lighting.   Signs for public, school and religious 

buildings should be small free-standing structures. 

Interpretive signs 

Council or community groups may display interpretative signs of consistent design, sympathetic and appropriate to Colonel 

Light Gardens.  

Road signs 

Road signs and street name plates should be simple centrally mounted metal name plate on hardwood backboard and square 

section timber post, located close to the kerb and painted white. 

4.8 Solar Panels and Smaller Structures 
Buildings within State Heritage Areas can be adapted to include new services and technologies, including solar technologies, 

and often this can be done with little or no impact on the historic character of the area. 

To minimise the visual impact to the streetscape, it is desirable to mount solar panels where they are not visible.  This is easily 

achieved on roof planes facing away from the street or on additions and outbuildings located behind the dwelling. 

Placement may pose a problem for dwellings with north-facing main elevations, but solar panels can be effective on east and 

west faces.  The diagram demonstrates the effectiveness for a range of orientations and tilt angles for Adelaide’s latitude. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Solar Panel Tilt, Orientation and Output Variation. Source: www.yourhome.gov.au, 2010 

Solar panels should be: 

 Located on roof planes of the dwelling not visible from the street and sited below the ridge 

 Located on sheds, carports, garages or pergolas, where possible,   or 

 Where there are no roof planes of the dwelling that meet the above criteria, panels on a side roof may be 

supportable where they are: 

o Well setback from the street and preferably screened by a neighbouring structure or building, 

o A small percentage of the overall roof plane, 

o Located as far as practical on the lower part of the roof, 

o Arranged neatly in a symmetrical group with a margin of visible roof edge around the group. 

If these guiding principles are followed, the installation of solar panels will have a minimal impact to the historic character of an 

individual property, neighbours’ amenity, the streetscape and overall historic character of the Penola. 

 

T
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http://www.yourhome.gov.au/
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Television aerials attached to the rear side of a chimney and not more than one metre in height above the top of the chimney 

do not require development approval. 

 

 

 

 

Television Aerial Location 

Air conditioning units associated with historic buildings should be discreetly sited, so as to have little or no visual impact from 

the public realm.  They should be concealed behind roof lines or located out of site on the ground.  Pipework should never be 

installed externally on a wall visible from the street. 

Installations such as water pumps and septic tank systems should be concealed, preferably with traditional iron sheeting or 

stone, or behind native vegetation.  Small constructions can be made of traditional iron sheeting or stonework. 

Rainwater tanks other than corrugated galvanised iron should be located unobtrusively, concealed with plantings and finished in 

darker neutral colours.  Smaller sized rainwater tanks are preferred.  Plastic rainwater tanks should generally be avoided. 

4.9 Public Realm 
Driveways, Footpaths and Road Works 

Footpaths in the suburb are mostly bitumen, with others remaining as dirt surfaced where they abut a reserve.  Others have 

concrete interlocking pavers.  Commonly opposite sides of a street have different treatments.  Each residential allotment should 

have a standard width driveway. 

Where the footpath is bitumen, the driveway is also bitumen.  Bitumen footpaths should be approximately 1.74 metres wide and 

extend from the fence line with no gap.  Bitumen crossovers and traditional upright concrete kerbs should be installed.  Ideally, 

Council should stage the replacement of damaged bitumen pathways and concrete unit pavers with new bitumen paving. 

Compacted gravel surfaces are encouraged, however care should be taken to ensure that such surfaces allow for adequate 

drainage and are located away from built structures. 

Original kerbs were simple upright concrete kerbs with the asphalt road surface abutting the kerb to form the water table.  Some 

streets have integral concrete rollover kerbs, but these should be renewed when necessary with traditional upright kerbs.  

Vehicle crossovers requiring renewal or replacement should be formed using asphalt as a continuation of the road surface with a 

curved concrete return kerb.  Road pavement should be bitumen, new or replacement footpaths should be bitumen. 

Open Space 

Reade’s original layout for Colonel Light Gardens provided the suburb with a hierarchy of wide streets with shady trees, 

landscaped areas at the termination of street vistas, internal reserves and playgrounds and substantial public parks. 

Existing mature avenues of trees identified in the Colonel Light Gardens Conservation Management Plan should be maintained 

and retained.  Any future street planting should be undertaken in species which repeat the intensions of the original planting to 

create tree lines pathways.  The early Garden Suburbs Commissioner’s Reports outlined trees originally used for street planting 

and these are included within the Conservation Plan.  Some recent planting in reserves and some streets has weakened the 

original formal concept of planting and further similar planting should be resisted. 

The best example of the street planting exists in the area along Flinders Avenue with the mature planting of plane trees and 

along Doncaster Avenue which retains an early planting of red gums. 

1 metre max 
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An important aspect of the original plan for Colonel Light Gardens was the allocation of public reserves and parks.  The 

establishment of internal reserves for communal purposes were characteristic of the garden suburb movement.  Retention of the 

original configuration of these reserves is recommended.  Reserves at street corners and intersections should be strengthened 

by appropriate planting and irrigation. 

4.10 Services and Infrastructure 
These guidelines are general directed to private development, but should be read in conjunction with detailed provisions 

outlined in the 2005 Conservation Management Plan covering public land in Colonel Light Gardens. 

Utility infrastructure and services should be installed within the utility laneways.  Deep drain sewerage, water and gas mains were 

installed underground prior to house building getting underway in the 1920s. 

Electricity and Telecommunications 

The installation of power lines and stobie poles significantly detracts from the garden suburb character.  Communication and 

power lines should be located underground, unless significant physical difficulty is encountered in doing so.  Other above 

ground housing and cabinets should be designed and located within the service laneways so as not to detract from the heritage 

values of the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Typical rear laneway 

Water Supply 

New small rainwater tanks do not require approval if the tank and its supporting structure are part of a roof-drainage system, 

the tank plan area does not exceed 6 square metres, it is situated behind or to the side of the building and has no part higher 

than the existing building. 

 

 

 

5. Contacts 

City of Mitcham Council  

Contact the City of Mitcham Council for information on how to lodge a development application, and advice on fees, 

timeframes, documentation requirements and what constitutes ‘development’ in Colonel Light Gardens  

Phone: (08) 8372 8888 

Email: mitcham@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au  

mailto:mitcham@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au


17 

Website: www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au   

Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources (DEWNR) 

Contact DEWNR for advice on heritage conservation, grant funding for State Heritage Places and further information regarding 

the Colonel Light Gardens State Heritage Area.  

Phone: (08) 8124 4960 

Email: DEWNRHeritage@sa.gov.au 

Website: www.environment.sa.gov.au 

There are various publications on the DEWNR website: 

 

Technical guides 

 Advertising and signs on heritage buildings in South Australia (1992) (4.04mb pdf) 

 Conservation of Historic South Australian graves and cemeteries (2004) (539kb pdf) 

 Early bricks and brickwork in South Australia (1998) (1.2mb pdf) 

 Early roofing and roof materials in South Australia (1999) (1.66mb pdf) 

 Fences in South Australia (1995) (2.19mb pdf) 

 Gardens in South Australia 1840-1949 (2008) (3.6mb pdf) 

 Maintenance and repair of older buildings in South Australia (2008) (1.1mb pdf) 

 Management plan guidelines for SA cemeteries (2005) (1.17mb pdf) 

 Painting of older buildings in South Australia (2000) (9.78mb pdf)  

 Rising damp and salt attack (2008) (3.24mb pdf) 

 Ruins - A guide to conservation and management (2013 Cth) (6.08mb pdf) 

 Stone masonry in South Australia (1993) (1.71mb pdf) 

 

Development guides 

 Alterations and additions to heritage places (1997) (828kb pdf)   

 Heritage Impact Statement Guidelines for State Heritage Places (2013) (2.88mb pdf) 

 Improving Access to Heritage Buildings - A practical guide to meeting the needs of people with disabilities (1999) (2.85mb pdf) 

 SA Guide to Developing State Heritage Places (2012) (3.4mb pdf) 

 Site Induction Notes (282kb pdf) 

 Mapping Significant Curtilage of Heritage Places (under review) 

 

Specific development advice in State Heritage Areas 

 Solar panel guidelines for the Colonel Light Gardens State Heritage Area (867kb pdf) 

 

Fact sheets 

 Glossary of heritage building terms (135kb pdf) 

 Glossary of terms - conservation (122kb pdf) 

 Checklist (43kb pdf) Checklist of information required for Development Approval assessment 

 

6. Glossary of Conservation Terms 

Principles that guide the conservation and management of heritage places in Australia are set out in the Burra Charter 1999. The 

following definitions extracted from the Burra Charter can help in understanding the conservation of heritage places: 

Conservation means all the processes of looking after a place to retain its cultural significance.  This includes retaining the 

contribution that the setting, and related places and objects, make to the significance of a place. 

Maintenance means the continuous protective care of the fabric and setting of a place, and is to be distinguished from repair. 

Repair involves restoration or reconstruction 

Preservation means maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing state and retarding deterioration. E.g., treating termite 

http://www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/
mailto:DEWNRHeritage@sa.gov.au
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/advertising_signs.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/historic_graves_and_cemeteries.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/heritage-3_3_early_bricks.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/310_early_roofing_and_roof_materials_in_sa.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/fences_sa.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/heritage_gardens_in_south_australia_1840-1949.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/tech_note3_1.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/management_plan_guidelines_for_sa_cemeteries_-_2005.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/painting_of_older_buildings_in_south_australia.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/saltdamp_techguide.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/e4e0fb1f-2553-4a3c-b454-2f7d630cdd6a/files/ruins.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/tech_note3_6.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/alterations_additions.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/heritage-impact-statement-gen.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/150411c0-ba4f-4f0e-94b6-5997eef81882/files/improving-access-heritage-buildings.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/her-gen-heritage-places-developing-guide.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/site_induction_notes.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/solar-panel-guidelines-fact.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/her-fact-glossaryheritagebuilding-factsheet.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/her-fact-conservationterms-factsheet.pdf
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/heritage/her-gen-devapplicationchecklist.pdf
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infestation will stop the cause of deterioration completely. 

Restoration means returning the existing fabric of a place to a known earlier state by removing accretions or by reassembling 

existing components without the introduction of new material. e.g., where a conservation plan recommends restoration of an 

open space by the removal of walls that presently divide it. 

Reconstruction means returning a place to a known earlier state and is distinguished from restoration by the introduction of 

new material into the fabric. New material may include recycled material from other places. The new material should not convey 

false impressions of the history and characteristics of the place. 

Adaptation means modifying a place to suit the existing use or a proposed use. e.g., interpretative signs and paths. The aim of 

adaptation work is to modify existing buildings so that they can fulfil new functional requirements with minimal changes to their 

fabric. It is important that any work carried out is minimal and that any changes are reversible so that if the building's function 

later changes, the original building may be adapted again. This also means any changes must be easily identifiable from the 

original building. 
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For further information please contact: 

Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources phone 

information line (08) 8204 1910, or see SA White Pages for your local 

Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resource office. 

Permissive Licence  

©State of South Australia through the Department of Environment, Water 

and Natural Resources. Apart from fair dealings and other uses permitted by 

the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth), no part of this publication may be reproduced, 

published, communicated, transmitted, modified or commercialised without 

the prior written approval of the Department of Environment, Water and 

Natural Resources. 

Written requests for permission should be addressed to:  

Communications Manager 

Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources 

GPO Box 1047 Adelaide SA 5001 

© Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources, 2015 


